Plasminogen activators in (pre)malignant conditions of the colorectum.
Plasminogen activators have been implicated in the process of tumour growth, invasion and metastatic spread. Recent studies indicate that urokinase (mu-PA) is the major type of plasminogen activator correlated with the evolution of adenocarcinomas of the colon. Comparable changes in the plasminogen activator profile have been found in premalignant conditions of the colon as observed in adenocarcinomas. The feasibility of determining plasminogen activators in endoscopical biopsies may provide diagnostic opportunities for the detection of early malignant changes in the human colon.